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INDIANS' VIEW OF ORDINANCE AND PRAYS THAT ROYAL SANCTION
WITHHELD PENDING HEARING BEING GRANTED.1 DEPUTATION PRO-
CEEDING BY NEXT MAIL.
BIAS
Pretoria Archives : L. G. File No. 93 : Asiatics
472. SPEECH AT FAREWELL MEETING*
s
A meeting of the British Indian Association was held to bid farewell to the
members of the deputation proceeding to London. The following is a brief summary
of Gandhi)?s reply to the speech of the Chairman, Abdul Gani.
JOHANNESBURG,
September 30, 1906
Mr. Gandhi pointed out that he was only going in view of the solemn
promises of the leaders and their followers under no circumstances to
comply with the requirements of the new Ordinance.
Indian Opinion, 6-10-1906
473. HAJI OJEER ALLY*
Mr. Haji Ojeer Ally was born on the 23rd November, 1853, in the
island of Mauritius, and received his education at the Government schools
there. In 1864, he started work as a printer at the Commercial Gazette
Offices, and in 1868, he was employed as wharf-clerk with Messrs P. Adam
& Go. He was for some time assistant shipping clerk with Messrs Joshua
Bros, and, later, was also shipping clerk to another firm. In 1883, as
behoves every good Mahomedan, he visited Mecca and became a Haji*
He came to South Africa in 1884, landing at Cape Town, where he com-
menced business on his own account as a mineral water manufacturer,
1 It became known later that the approval had reference only to the proposal to intro-
duce such an ordinance but the Ordinance itself was yet to receive Royal assent.
2 This  is  an  extract  from "Johannesburg Jottings" by the Transvaal  Representative
(Mr. Polak) of Indian Opinion. Tendulkar quotes another speech in his Mahatma: "We shall
of course try our best, but there is little chance of our prayer being granted. We, therefore,
must mainly rely upon the Feurth Resolution.   We shall explain our case to all our friends
in England. You too will do your duty by not submitting to registration. Money must be
collected to carry on the movement and what is more important still, the Hindus and Mus-
lims must be absolutely united."  (p. 96, Vol. I; Jhaveri and Tendulkar, Bombay, August
1951). Neither the source nor the date of this speech has beenlbund. It is not clear whether
this is from another speech made at the second of the two farewell meetings held at the
Hamidiya Society Hall. Or it may be from the same British Indian Association speech re-
produced above.
3 This is part of an article published under the title "The Personnel of the  Deputation:
Biographical Sketches", which included a similar sketch on Gandhiji;   the latter is not repro-
duced here. Vide also "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 445-7.